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NOTES: DISCOVERING THE TUT 

1. How did Howard Carter’s actions affect King Tut’s mummy?​
Howard Carter faced a major challenge when the hardened resins stuck 
Tutankhamun’s body to the coffin. Unable to remove it normally, he used force, 
cutting the mummy apart by removing the head and severing joints. Though this 
caused severe damage, Carter argued it was necessary to prevent thieves from 
stealing the gold and destroying the body. After removing the ornaments, his team 
reassembled the remains. This incident highlights early archaeology’s focus on 
treasure rather than preservation, which often led to irreversible damage to 
invaluable historical remains and artifacts. 

2. What does King Tut’s burial reveal about ancient Egyptian beliefs?​
The burial of Tutankhamun reveals the Egyptians’ strong belief in life after death. 
He was buried with immense wealth, including gold jewellery, amulets, sandals, 
and even everyday items like food and clothing. These objects were meant to 
ensure comfort and status in the afterlife. The use of gold symbolized immortality 
and divine power. Egyptians believed the dead would need material possessions 
beyond death, so they preserved the body carefully. This practice shows how 
religion, culture, and material wealth were deeply connected in ancient Egyptian 
society and shaped their elaborate burial rituals. 

3. How has archaeology changed over time according to the passage?​
The passage highlights a clear shift in archaeological practices. Earlier, during the 
time of Howard Carter, archaeology focused mainly on discovering treasures and 
valuable artifacts. Preservation and scientific study were secondary concerns. 
However, modern archaeology emphasizes understanding historical life and death 
through careful research. Advanced technologies like CT scans allow non-invasive 
examination of mummies such as Tutankhamun. This shift reflects a more 
respectful and scientific approach, aiming to uncover facts without damaging 
remains. It also helps historians answer complex questions about health, age, and 
causes of death. 

4. What historical events led to the rise of King Tut?​
The rise of Tutankhamun was shaped by major political and religious upheavals.  



 

 

His predecessor, Akhenaten, introduced radical reforms by promoting the worship 
of Aten and rejecting traditional gods like Amun. This caused widespread unrest in 
Egypt. After Akhenaten’s death and the brief rule of Smenkhkare, Tut ascended the 
throne at a very young age. He reversed these changes and restored traditional 
religious practices. His reign marked an attempt to stabilize the kingdom, but his 
sudden death ended his family’s dynasty, leaving many questions unanswered. 

5. What was the significance of the CT scan conducted on King Tut’s 
mummy?​
The CT scan of Tutankhamun marked a major advancement in studying ancient 
remains. Conducted in 2005, it produced around 1,700 detailed images of his body, 
revealing internal structures without causing damage. Unlike earlier X-rays, the CT 
scan provided a three-dimensional view, helping experts examine bones, skull, and 
tissues closely. It aimed to determine his age at death and possible causes of death. 
The process also demonstrated how modern science can solve historical mysteries 
while preserving artifacts, representing a significant improvement over earlier 
destructive methods used in archaeology. 

1. Who was King Tut? 

●​ Tutankhamun was a young ruler of ancient Egypt.  
●​ He died in his late teens, making his death mysterious.  
●​ He belonged to a powerful royal family but was forgotten for centuries 

until his tomb was discovered.  

2. Discovery of the Tomb (1922) 

●​ The tomb was discovered by Howard Carter in 1922.  
●​ It contained rich treasures, especially gold objects, which made it one of 

the greatest archaeological finds ever.  
●​ Along with treasures, everyday items (food, clothes, games) were buried 

with him for use in the afterlife.  

3. Mystery Around His Death 

●​ People have long speculated about how he died.  
●​ Some even suggested murder.  
●​ There is also a myth about the “pharaoh’s curse” affecting those who 

disturbed his tomb.  

 



 

 

4. CT Scan in 2005 

●​ In 2005, Tut’s mummy was taken from his tomb in the Valley of the Kings 
for a CT scan.  

●​ This was the first time in nearly 80 years that his body left the tomb.  
●​ The goal was to use modern technology to:  

o​ Understand his health and cause of death  
o​ Create an accurate forensic reconstruction of his face  

5. Condition of the Mummy 

●​ The mummy was found in poor condition.  
●​ This damage was partly caused by Carter’s efforts to remove it:  

o​ Hardened resins had stuck the body to the coffin.  
o​ Carter used heat and force, which damaged the mummy.  

6. Atmosphere of the Scene 

●​ The passage uses vivid imagery:  
o​ Dust storms, dark clouds, and a gloomy evening create a mysterious, 

almost eerie mood.  
o​ This reflects the long-standing fascination and mystery surrounding 

King Tut.  

Main Idea 

The passage shows how modern science (CT scanning) is helping solve ancient 
mysteries about King Tut’s life and death, while also reflecting on how his tomb 
was originally discovered and handled. 

Damage to the Mummy 

●​ The resin used during burial had hardened so much that Howard Carter had 
to cut the mummy apart to remove it from the coffin.  

●​ His team:  
o​ Removed the head  
o​ Cut major joints  

●​ They later reassembled the body, but the mummy was badly damaged.  
●​ Carter justified this by saying that otherwise thieves would have destroyed it 

to steal the gold.  

 



 

 

2. Burial Riches 

●​ King Tut was buried with enormous wealth:  
o​ Gold jewellery, amulets, sandals, rings  
o​ The famous gold mask and coffin  

●​ Ancient Egyptians believed they could take these riches into the afterlife.  

3. Shift in Archaeology 

●​ Earlier archaeology focused on treasure hunting.  
●​ Modern archaeology focuses more on:  

o​ Understanding life and death  
o​ Using scientific tools like X-rays and CT scans  

4. Early Scientific Findings (1968) 

●​ An X-ray revealed something shocking:  
o​ Tut’s breastbone and front ribs were missing  

●​ This raised new questions about:  
o​ Injury?  
o​ Disease?  
o​ Cause of death?  

5. CT Scan Technology 

●​ A CT scan creates a 3D image using hundreds of X-rays.  
●​ In 2005:  

o​ Tut’s body was scanned in 1,700 slices  
o​ It revealed extremely detailed images of:  

▪​ Skull  
▪​ Bones  
▪​ Internal structures  

●​ Experts hoped to answer:  
o​ How did he die?  
o​ How old was he?  

6. Historical Background 

●​ Tut belonged to a powerful dynasty:  
o​ Amenhotep III — a strong ruler  
o​ Akhenaten — introduced radical religious changes:  

▪​ Worship of Aten (sun disk)  



 

▪​ Rejected traditional god Amun  
●​ This caused religious and political chaos in Egypt.  
●​ After a brief ruler (Smenkhkare), Tut became king as a child.  
●​ He restored the old religious traditions.  
●​ He ruled only about 9 years before dying suddenly.  

7. The CT Scan Process 

●​ The mummy was carefully moved from the tomb in the Valley of the Kings.  
●​ A problem occurred:  

o​ The scanner stopped due to sand in the fan  
o​ Workers jokingly mentioned the “curse of the pharaoh”  

●​ The scan was completed successfully, and Tut was returned within 3 hours.  

8. Results and Atmosphere 

●​ The CT images showed:  
o​ Detailed views of bones and skull  
o​ A lifelike reconstruction of his head  

●​ Zahi Hawass felt relieved after the process.  

9. Symbolic Ending 

●​ The chapter ends with a powerful image:  
o​ The constellation Orion (linked to Osiris, god of the afterlife)  
o​ Watching over King Tut  

●​ This creates a mysterious and spiritual tone, connecting:  
o​ Ancient beliefs  
o​ Modern science  


